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OUTGOI NG TELEGRAM Department of State ' ' 
INDICATE: 0 COLLECT 

W'fd 0 CHARGE TO 

H 

Origin 

ss 
Info, 

Drafted by, 

ANKARA 
ACTION: Amembassy'~ FLASH 1296 a 5 12 1s AM '6~ 

Rptdinfo: Ami?.mbassy PARIS FLA.SH 6430 
Amemba.ssy LONDON FLASH 8003 
USUN FLASH 317 2 
Amembassy NICOSIA FLASH 901 
Amembassy ATHENS FLASH 1445 
Amembassy PARIS FOR USRO FI.ASH 
EXDIS 
Deliver Inonu soonest following message from President: 

QTE ~.Dear uir. Prime Minister: 

I am gravely concerned by the information which I have had through 

Ambassador Hare from you and y01..ir Foreign Minister that the Turkish 

Government is contemplating a decision to intervene by military force to 

occupy a. portion of Cyprus. I wish to emphasize, in the fullest friendship 

and frankness~ that I do not consider that such a course of action by 

Turkey, fraught with such far-reaching consequences, is consistent with 

the commitment of your Government to consult fully in advance v1ith USo 

Ambassador Ha.re has indicated tba.t you have postponed your decision for 

.a few hours in order to obtain my views. I put to you personally whether 

you really believe that it is appropriate for your Government, in effect, 

to present an ultimatwm to an ally who has demonstrated such staunch 

support over the years as has the United States for Turkey. I must, 

DECLASSIFIED 

Telegraphic transmission and 

classification approved by1 The Secre 

WH-Mr. Bundv ALIEf 13292 Sec "1t.i2.ltil Bya1fr, NARA, Datc __ 'f~QRB'f REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

Copy LBJ Library



Page_~_· __ of telegram to Ame.mbassy ANKAP..A F LASH 

-8:SCR:BT, 

• -- .. I.~ ... ' .... .., 

therefore, first urge you to accept the r esponsibility for complete consultation 

with the United States befor e any such action is taken. 

It is my impression that you believe that such intervention by Turkey is 

per rni'·"•'ible under the provisions of thG Treaty of Guarantee or 1960. I must call 

your attention, hov=✓-ever, to our understandinrJ that the proposed intervention by 

Turkey would be for the purpos e of supporting an attempt by Turkish Cypriot 

leaders to partition the Island, a solution which is specifically excluded b;y the 

Treaty oi Guarantee~ 1<11:tther, that Treaty requires consultation among the 

Guarantor Po-.:_. 1,Jrs. It is the view of the Unitt:::·: States that the pos :sibilities of such 

consultation have by no :means been exhausted in this s ituat io;:1 and. Lh.B..t, thE;;refors , 

th0 reservation of the right to take unilateral a.::tiou is not yet applicalJle. 

I rr:ust call to your attention.~ al.3o,.fu'1r. P rime Nl:i.nister, the obligations 

of NA 'TO. Thcrt: can be no question in your r.dnc'. that a Turkish :inter vention in 

Cyprus would. lead to a military enga(.rement bet. een Turkish and Greek forces. 

8ecret9,ry of ;Jtat,) Rusk decla.red at the :1:ecent 1.:1c8ting of the 1\ilinister:lal Council 

of NA'I'O in The Hague tl1at u ar between '1'urk<:.:y an:_i GrG.;ece must be considered 

as QTE literally unthinkable UNQTE. Adhesion to NATO, in its ver.; essence, 

means that NA"l1O countries will not wage war on each other. Germany and France 

have buried eenturies of animosity and hostility in becoming NATO allies; notlring 

less can be expected from Greece and Turkey. Furthermore, a military intervention. 
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F'LASR --- ----·- -----

w.tct.het they ha:\Te an ob.ligation to protect Turkey agt-dnst the Soviet Union if rru..rk.By 

a,gxeem<~nt between th~ United Smtes and Turkey in the :e,eld of mflita:cy assistiuit•Et. 

U:o.de:r .Article JY of the Agreement with '!\u-key o1. J"uly 1947s your G-over,mni nt 

purposes other tba.tt tl1ose for which sueh assistance was fu.mished. Your Govemmettt 

hM on several ,:Jcc,asion.s acknowledged to the United States that you fully understa.'1.d 
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p I t of tt !, l't am ~o "" cm 
------·- - --
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t t .~ us o s, t:nited St4.tes supplied military equipment for a Tu-rkish 

rn.t1 in ~:rus under present circumstanceso 

Momng to 1~r.) practical re3ults af the contemplated hmbtJmi Turkis 

move~ I fe .. .l obL.gated to call to yom· attent n in the most tdendly fashion f}L..., fart 

th!:.. Sill?h a 'l'u:rk!sh m"JY·e could lead to the slaughte!" of tens of thousands cf 

Tur h' n~s on frie Island of Cyp:nU:c nich a-U a,~tion on your part w01Jld 

il{'~h ne fu d there is no w~ by w~ t _ "l. :military r:xetion on yr- 1 .. p~r t cou.1 d 

. 'uffid~..... 11 cti"ii.., to preveut w11 les·~l"? de:·t 'ft.Ction of maey of thCJ'1e wb m 

you are tt)7ing to protect. The prese 1 .e cf Umted Nations forces could not prevt~nt 

&J.cll. "i. c~ ... ·:,P-q~ 

You maq r~ider tlwt what I haves id is much tc~ severe and lliat we e 

disregardful of Tm-ldsh interests in the Cyprus situation.. I should like to ~St.re 

you that this is not the caseo We have exerted tmrselves both publicly and p,.,im .. y 

to assure the safety of Turkish Cyprid-1.S s d to w..s4~t that a final. olut.i _ · the 

Cyp..,~ problem should rest upon the con.sent of the parties most. directly cone rned. 

It is poasihl t ya!61 :t l in Al'lloira that ftie United States bas not been su: '1 

active 1n ycru:r bclutlfo But surely you know that our policy has ca; ed the hv s 

resentments in Athens PAR'EN where demonstrations have been aimed against us 

UNPAREN and has led to a basic alienation between the United States a.nd 
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"'€'-~ l1 tdt r 11 

h ghly Ou.1"' relations mth Tu.rkeyo Vie n:tvE , , ,..,rioe:.- v. 

o--a • we hJ..ue fou.ght togethi::1~ to 

mm.uni.st world :revol 1 tro"" Th~._. c;• olldE .. dty h s 

Dl 

> (. • 

we have bee-i:1 deeply 

con.earned :lb .. ~ ill int ,re... uf Turkey ij 1 of t 't -.. !sh Cypriots aJ J ir rsimm ~n. 

}"ulrulys ffJf o Prilme Min:'iste?' I mus tell you fr.Bt yat.1 bflve posei i"A 

mvolve war between Turkey and Greece but c uld involve wider hostilities becai "'e 

produce~ Yau v-e y ur- res~ nsibllities as Chief ct the Gove~nment of (p 

I also have mind as President of the United States. I must9 therefore~ i~f .rm 

you. in t½.e deepest tx· F:r!dsbip that unless I cen have ymA!' assl.i.ra.nce that you will 

n.ot mlte s1.rh action withoo.t fUl'."ther and fullest consu .. tation. I cannot accept y\j~ 
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.~.-. . (, ,,.. e-r--, c~:-- i.:L 

CL!'. 

posH. ;iJ:.~ l 'B',m t'. aole t.J leav,2 the United Stateso If you could come, hEra fer fi-

t..~1'',;i tho :l\1}Jc<-L ~!%l 1J1.~-:,,nke"'r, co'."'•t=iu;.t~.t1ori.. T-enA~M>" S' ,. 
l,M;JjJ. . - - - !')'_ ~ - • - Y?i\~~ I,. iocere.tyv 

Lyn..rlon B. J~~m. 'tTNQTE. 

E~ID. 
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